INTRODUCTION
Amniotic fluid serves to cushion the fetus, protects it from trauma, allows for musculoskeletal development, and maintains a constant temperature in the womb during pregnancy 1 . It is also used for prenatal diagnosis of a wide range of fetal abnormalities 2, 3 . In addition to these important functions, amniotic fluid has gained attention as one of the potential and RT-PCR.
Immunofluorescence analysis
After the third passages, cells were plated on LabTek tissue culture chamber slides (Fischer Scientific, Pittsburgh, PA). with an anti-fade substance (Molecular Probes) and observed using Carl Zeiss LSM510 confocal laser-scanning microscopy.
RT-PCR
Total RNA was isolated from cells grown in SAGM after the third passage The oligonucleotide primers are described in Table 1 . The nested PCR products were loaded onto 2 % agarose gel and visualized by ethidium bromide staining.
Product sizes were compared to a 100-bp molecular size marker. A549 cells were used as a positive control for SPC.
RESULTS
Among 10 samples of amniotic fluid, 1 was discarded because of contamination. (sample No. 1, 4, 7) and 4 (sample No. 1, 4, 7, 9) of these 6 samples ( Table 2 ).
Cell culture and isolation
Ten to 14 days after initial plating, polygonal and cobblestone-like cells were observed with few colony formation. Cell morphology did not change after selection and passaging (Fig. 1) . Selected cells were maintained and expanded until the third passage but did not reach confluence.
RT-PCR
Expression of SPC mRNA was not detected in the first PCR reaction but was markedly augmented by nested PCR amplification. The cDNA obtained from A549 cells was used as a positive control and also expressed SPC mRNA (Fig. 2 ). College of Medicine (6-2004-1003 ).
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